
The following is the script found on the TOR broadcasters site as of January 2015, courtesy of 

KTLA: 
 

How/Why Theme Was Chosen : 
This is the first time an Armenian Rose Float is participating in the Pasadena Tournament of 

Roses Parade. With the title of the Armenian Rose Float being “Cradle of Civilization”, 

Armenians are very proud to share their centuries old rich cultural heritage with the United 

States first and subsequently with the entire world. Every item on the float; be it the letter E *e\(5 

the first three letters of the Armenian alphabet, the carpet, the tree of life, the birds, the fruits, the 

eternity sign with its 8 peels and the Duduk (flute) is closely related to the Armenian culture. 

Each item symbolizes a specific aspect of the Armenian culture; such as religion, education, 

industry, music, dance and so on. The prevailing color on the Armenian Rose Float is red. A 

specific red color is extracted from a worm that is found only on the mountains of Armenia. 

Hence, “Worm’s Red” has become Armenia’s national color. The Armenian Rose Float is a 

celebration of life, after a century of suffering, deportation and relocation. The Armenian Rose 

Float This is the first Armenian Float to participate in the Rose Parade. An Armenian business 

man from Pasadena, Moses Pashgian, was the Grand Marshal in 1915, just 100 years ago. Here 

is the description of the items on the Float, from left to right. 1.The letter "Է" (e’), carved on the 

Arch, symbolizes our magic letter, our essence and our untold secred... . 2.A P C (A B C), are the 

first 3 letters of the Armenian alphabet. Our alphabet is not shared by any other nation. 3. The 

carpet symbolizes industry, started by Armenians as far back as the 5th century, B.C. 4.The Tree 

of Life. 5. The Armenian National fruits are; the Apricot, the Pomegranate (symbol of fertility) 

and the Grape. The Armenian wine is 6000 years old and it has been awarded numerous 

international prizes. 6.The Armenian Eternity sign has 8 peels. It symbolizes national identity 

and survival. 7. The Peacock (Symbol of pride) is protecting The Tree of Life. 8.The 

Duduk(flute) is the Armenian national musical instrument. The Armenian Rose Float The 

American Armenian Rose Parade float is a showcase of the contributions Armenians have made 

to this great nation and the world. With the theme of the 2015 Rose Parade being “Inspiring 

Stories,” Armenians could think of no other story as inspirational as the miraculous survival of 

their people. Moses Pashgian settled in Pasadena in 1889 and opened up a carpet business on 

Colorado Boulevard. He became the Grand Marshal of the Rose Parade in 1915. Armenians have 

now grown to be more than 20,000 strong and have contributed to the financial, educational and 

cultural development of this city of roses.  
 


